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CITY  OF  LANCASTER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECV 

1944. 


E.  HUGHES,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 


Beeley  Bros.,  Lancaster. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 
AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944.  We  are 
now  allowed  to  publish  more  statistical  information,  and  this  is 
reflected  in  the  Report. 

The  main  feature  in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease  was  the 
sharp  outbeak  of  diphtheria  which  occurred  in  the  autumn..  Fortun¬ 
ately  the  number  of  fatal  cases  was  low. 

The  total  number  of  births  for  the  year  reached  the  exception¬ 
ally  high  figure  of  792  ;  this  is  the  highest  figure  since  1921.  Unfort¬ 
unately  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  not  stayed  at  its  previous 
low  level,  but  the  figure  compares  favourably  with  those  of  recent 
years.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  over  half  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
the  first  week  of  life,  and  practically  three  quarters  of  them  in  the 
first  month  of  life.  Further  details  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the 
report. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  crude  Death 
Rate  reached  the  record  low  figure  of  10*92. 

I  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  increased  amount  of 
work  which  has  been  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  do  all  we  would  have  liked  to  have  done, 
but  Mr.  Shaw’s  report  reveals  that  the  best  use  is  being  made  of  a 
depleted  staff. 

With  the  exception  of  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria,  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  I  think  that  it  can  be  fairly  claimed 
that  the  City  has  been  singularly  free  from  serious  illnesses  during  the 
year.  There  are  undoubted  signs  of  strain  amongst  the  population, 
but  these  appear  to  have  manifested  themselves  in  minor  rather  than 
major  sickness. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  express¬ 
ing  my  thanks  to  you,  and  to  the  members  of  your  committee,  for 
your  help  and  support  during  the  past  year  ;  and  also  to  all  members 
of  the  staff  for  the  part  they  have  played. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  Acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate),  Mid-year  1944  ... 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


BIRTH  RATE 


Males. 

Females. 

Total . 

425 

367 

Legitimate 

...  381 

334 

Illegitimate  ... 

...  44 

33 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  ... 

6 

IO 

Legitimate 

4 

9 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

1 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 

UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  ... 

...  28 

13 

Legitimate 

26 

1 1 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

2 

Infantile  Mortal] 

Still  Birth  Rate 

DEATHS. 

CRUDE  DEATH  RA 

Male  ... 

...  265 

Female 

254 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

(1)  Puerperal  Sepsis 

.  Nil. 

(2)  Other  maternal  causes 

.  Nil. 

DEATHS  FROM 


Cancer  ...  ...  ...  . ..  75 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  2 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary...  ...  18 

„  NomPulmonary  ...  6 


5.036 

47. 520 
'2.783 

£336, 5'5 
£1<  543 

...  1666 


5r8 

I98 

IO’92 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1944. 


Male. 

All  Causes  •••265 

Female. 

254 

Total. 

51 9 

I. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

O 

0 

2. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

O 

0 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

O 

0 

4- 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

O 

0 

> 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

3 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

12 

6 

18 

7- 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

4 

6 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

0 

1 

9- 

Influenza 

3 

7 

10 

IO. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

ii. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis. 

0 

0 

0 

12. 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

13- 

Cancer  of  Buc :  cav  :  &  oesoph  :  (M)  uterus  (F) 

5 

4 

9 

H- 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

9 

O 

*5- 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

5 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

20 

24 

44 

i7- 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

5 

18. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

28 

38 

66 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

73 

66 

139 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

10 

7 

17 

21. 

Bronchitis 

7 

6 

13 

22. 

Pneumonia 

8 

7 

15 

23- 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

6 

10 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

25- 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Appendicitis 

0 

2 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

28. 

Nephritis 

12 

12 

24 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

3°- 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

31- 

Premature  birth 

5 

2 

7 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 
infantile  diseases : 

16 

9 

25 

33- 

Suicide 

7 

2 

9 

34- 

Road  traffic  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

35- 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

1 

4 

3^- 

All  other  causes 

26 

26 

52 
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DEATHS  BY  WARDS  in  1944 
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DEATHS  IN  HOSPITALS  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Public  Assistance  Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

County  Mental  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ig 

Nazareth  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Lancaster  Pulmonary  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Lancaster  and  District  Isolation  Hospital...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Westhaven  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  .,.  9 


207 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  position  in  regard  to  infectious  disease  was  not  as  satisfac¬ 
tory  as  m  1943,  when  the  figures  were  abnormally  low. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  figures  for  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  erysipelas  and  dysentery,  and  a  decrease  for 
pnemonia  and  measles.  There  was  no  material  alteration  for  figures 
for  other  diseases. 

Particulars  for  tuberculosis  are  given  separately. 

The  main  feature  in  regard  to  infectious  disease  was  the  sharp 
outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  the  autumn  of  the  year.  On  the  13th 
October,  1944,  there  occurred  the  first  of  a  series  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
It  soon  became  obvious  that  we  had  been  attacked  by  a  particularly 
virulent  type  of  diphtheria  germ.  At  the  outset,  the  cases  were  very 
severe,  but  became  milder  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Out  of  the 
first  ten  cases  to  occur,  eight  were  classified  as  severe,  and  incidentally, 
none  of  these  children  had  been  immunised.  There  were  three  deaths, 
all  in  non-immunised  children.  The  brunt  of  the  a'ttack  was  on  the 
north  side  of  the  City.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  disease  did 
not  spread  to  Morecambe,  which  is  contiguous  with  the  part  of 
Lancaster  affected.  Morecambe  has  a  higher  percentage  of  children 
immunised  than  Lancaster. 


The  following  table  gives  the  classification  of  the  type  of  disease 
in  the  two  groups  of  patients — between  the  13th  October  and  the  end 
of  the  year,  when  the  outbreak  was  considered  to  have  subsided  : — 


Severe  ... 

1'otal. 

12 

Immunised. 

Non-immun 

12 

Moderately  severe 

•  15 

3 

12 

Moderate 

22 

8 

14 

Mild . 

..  24 

9 

15 

73 

20 

53 

One  patient  in  the  immunised  group  got  complications  ;  17  in 
the  lion-immunised  group  got  complications.  There  were  three 
deaths  in  the  non-immunised  group  and  none  in  the  immunised 
group. 

There  was  a  great  strain  on  the  accommodation  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  22  cases  had  to  lie  transferred  to  hospitals  in  other 
areas,  viz.  8  to  Preston,  10  to  Blackpool  and  4  to  Kirkham. 

The  two  schools  mainly  affected  were  visited  regularly  by 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  department  and  appropriate  action  taken. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

[  he  following  I  able  gives  a  list  of  the  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  ^excluding  Tuberculosis), 
during  the  year  :  — 
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Includes  *  29  notified  from  C.M.H.  *  4  notified  from  R.A.I.  *  1  notified  from  P.A.I. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  new  cases 
and  mortality  during  1944. 

The  main  features  were  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
pulmonary  cases  notified  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  non- 
pulmonary  cases  notified. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  deaths  due  to  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  disease. 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

1915 

1 16 

18 

56 

16 

1918 

94 

35 

51 

16 

1922 

64 

30 

45 

13 

1927 

70 

22 

36 

5 

J932 

63 

2 1 

27 

10 

T937 

40 

*9 

22 

5 

1938 

33 

24 

33 

4 

1939 

36 

12 

*5 

2 

1940 

45 

18 

27 

6 

1941 

48 

10 

25 

3 

1942 

35 

1 1 

20 

5 

*943 

43 

10 

19 

2 

1944 

40 

T4 

20 

6 

Age 

Periods 


C — I 

1-5 

5-IO 

IO-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55^5 

65  and  over 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 


Pulmonary 


Non -Pulmonary 


4° 


DEATHS. 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- — - 

I 

2 

2 

— - 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

4 

3 

I 

— 

— 

2 

I 

— 

3 

3 

I 

— 

3 

— 

— 

I 

5 

5 

I 

2 

3 

3 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

I 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

I 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

23 

17 

9 

5 

13 

7 

2 

4 

20 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION*. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  :  — 


Persons  inoculated  each  year  from  1935-1944. 


Age  in 
years  on 

31st  Dec. 
of  the  cor- 

0351936 

1 93  7 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

responding 

year 

_ 

0-1 

10 

10 

16 

8 

Total  inocu- 

1-2 

8 

5 

8 

6 

8 

1  w 

248 

371 

3  56 

lated  aged 

2-3 

9 

6 

3 

8 

7 

7 

J72 

1  H5 

T37 

81 

under  5  years 

3-4 

2 

4 

3 

3 

4 

198 

TI5 

|  IOC 

45 

on  31/12/44, 

4-5 

4 

2 

2 

7 

2 

7 

239 

i33 

94, 

34 

1,712. 

5-6 

2 

7 

O 

4 

4 

3 

37° 

162 

IOO 

67 

6-7 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

37° 

87 

67 

27 

7-8 

1 

1 

3 

— 

5 

2 

408 

80 

55 

27 

1'otal  inocu¬ 
lated  aged 
5-14  years 
on  31/12/44, 
5,021. 

8-9 

1 

1 

I 

1 

3 

2 

380 

55 

47 

16 

9-10 

1 

3 

— 

1 

2 

2 

375 

46 

40 

US 

IO- I  I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1  2 

397 

53 

39 

16 

II-I2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

327 

61 

25 

18 

12-13 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

314 

.  75 

15 

22 

X3_I4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

299 

i  10 

15 

21 

I4"T5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

92 

6 

5 

Total  inocu¬ 
lated  aged  15 

15  and 

years  &  over 

over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

107 

— 

— 

on  31/12/44, 

I,Ol6. 

4'otal 

% 

Grand  Total 

each \ ear 

30 

32 

21 

33 

39 

46 

4084 

*579 

1127 

758 

1935-44. 

7,749- 

SCABIES. 

I  he  incidence  of  Scabies  remained  high  during  the  year,  although 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  at  the  time  of  writing  (1945)  it  has  shown 
a  considerable  decline. 

Legal  action  was  taken  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941,  in  two 
cases  in  order  to  enforce  attendance  for  medical  examination  and 
subsequent  treatment. 


...10... 


Details  of  cases  treated  are  as  follows  : — 


Thurnham  House. 


Number  of  families — 200. 

Individual  cases 

Number  of  treatments  ... 

Adults 

M  F. 

—  I 

—  3 

Children 

5—14  0—5 

194  40 

608  82 

Total 

•••  235 

693 

Number  of  families— 225. 
Individual  cases 

Hare  Runs. 

35  H1 

HI 

60 

383 

Number  of  treatments  ... 

70  262 

316 

*05 

•••  753 

Number  of  families— 425. 
Individual  cases 

Summary. 

35  H2 

34 1 

100 

618 

Number  of  treatments  . . 

70  265 

924 

187 

...  1446 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures  which  relate  to  scabies,  much 
work  was  done  in  dealing  with  other  types  of  infestation  (chiefly 
pediculosis).  Quarterly  cleanliness  inspection  of  all  school  children 
is  undertaken  by  Health  Visitors  and  follow  up  visits  are  made  to  the 
homes,  where  advice  can  be  given  in  regard  to  other  members  of  the 
family.  During  the  year  21,954  examinations  were  made  at  schools 
and  864  children  were  found  to  be  unclean  ;  71  children  attended  the 
cleansing  centres  to  free  their  heads  from  nits  and  head  lice.  Sackers 
steel  combs  are  either  loaned  or  sold  by  the  school  clinic  and  special 
head  lotions  (e.g.  Lethane  Oil)  are  supplied  with  instructions  for  use 
by  adult  and  other  contacts. 

Leaflets  are  distributed  at  the  schools  and  maternity  and  child 
welfare  clinics,  and  if  necessary,  to  the  homes  in  regard  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  personal  cleanliness. 

It  will  be  realised  that  in  a  small  town  like  this  the  names  and 
addresses  of  unsatisfactory  families  are  fairly  well  known. 

Pre-school  children,  mothers  and  adult  members  of  the  familv 
are  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  the  cleansing  facilities  available 
if  there  is  a  shortage  of  such  accommodation  in  the  house. 
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One  female  officer  continues  to  be  engaged  full  time  for  the 
purpose  of  bathing,  cleansing  and  treatment  of  scabies.  Adult  males 
were  treated  by  a  member  of  the  Civil  Defence  Service. 

PATHOLOGICAL  WORK. 

The  number  of  specimens  (excluding  milk)  examined  wasas  follows  : 

Throat  Swabs  ...  ...  346  (64  positive). 

Frnces  ...  ...  ...  4 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

0-12  months  1-5  years 


First 

Re- 

First 

Re- 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Thurnham  House...  325 

4377 

29 

1955 

Ryelands  House  ...  193 

2685 

-  41 

829 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

F 

irst  attendances 

Re-attendances 

Total 

Thurnham  House  ... 

239 

477 

716 

Ryelands  House 

143 

290 

433 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS 

Live  Births  ~  ... 

785 

Still  Births 

16 

Total  ... 

801 

Place  of  confinement —Lancaster  residents 

: — 

Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary 

.  .  ♦ 

304 

Westhaven  Nursing  Home 

. . . 

50 

Public  Assistance  Institution 

.  .  . 

19 

Private  Nursing  Homes  outside  Lancaster 

21 

Own  Home 

.  .  . 

409 

Of  769  births  investigated  :  — 
Delivered  by  a  Doctor 
Midwife 

B.B.A . 
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231 

530 

8 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

No.  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  41 
Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51*8 

Details  of  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  table 

a 

An  analysis  of  30  cases  investigated  shows  the  following:  — 


Born  at  home 

...  10 

Died  at  home 

.  .  9 

Born  in  hospital  ... 

...  18 

Died  in  hospital  ... 

...  19 

Born  in  nursing  home  ... 

...  2 

Died  in  nursing  home  ... 

Mother  received  ante -natal  care— 

...  2 

(a)  Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  Clinic  10 

(b)  Municipal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Own  Doctor  ...  ...  . ..  15 


(d)  Inadequate 

or  no  ante-natal  care. . 

4 

Infant  Deaths  by  Wards:  — 

Ward. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Castle  ... 

2 

2 

4 

John  o’Gaunt... 

1 

— 

1 

Park 

••  3 

I 

4 

Queen’s 

1 

— 

1 

Scotforth 

3 

3 

6 

Skerton  East  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Skerton  West... 

11 

3 

14 

St.  Anne’s 

2 

1 

3 

CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 


CAUSE. 

Under  one  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and 
under  3  months. 

3-6  months. 

6-9  months. 

9-12  months. 

Total. 

Convulsions 

Pneumonia 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

2 

(all  forms)  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Enteritis  ... 

— 

— 

I  | 

I 

I 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis 

Congenital 

3 

— 

3 

I 

— 

- - 

— 

4 

Malformation  ... 

3 

< — 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Premature  Birth... 
Atrophy,  Debility 

7 

I 

I 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

and  Marasmus... 

1 

I 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

Other  Causes 

7 

■  3 

— 

I 

1 1 

2 

4 

— 

— 

17 

22 

5 

I 

2 

30 

4 

7 

— 

— 
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WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Routine  Visits  to  : 


Expectant  mothers 

1st  Visit. 

...  239 

Re-Visits. 

190 

Total. 

429 

Children  under  1  year 

...  769 

2725 

3494 

Children  1-5  years 

— 

5433 

5433 

Special  Visits  ... 

— 

— 

21 1 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

Nine  children  were  on  the  reg 

ister  at  the  end 

of  1944. 

29  visits 

were  made  during  the  year. 

CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866,  the  City 
Council  has  agreed  to  join  in  a  comprehensive  scheme  with  other 
maternity  and  child  welfare  authorities  in  the  administrative  county, 
working  in  close  association  with  the  voluntary  bodies.  The  final 
details  were  only  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  is  not 
possible  to  make  comments  on  the  scheme. 

HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  women,  this  scheme 
does  not  operate  regularly.  Two  part-time  Home  Helps  were 
engaged  for  13  confinements. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

Greaves  Day  Nursery  (51  places)  opened  on  the  23rd  October, 
1944.  Extension  to  Ryelands  in  course  of  erection  opened  early  1945. 

Average  daily  attendances  (excluding  Saturday  and  Sunday)  ;  — 

0-2  years.  2-5  years. 

Ryelands  ...  ...  10  37 

Greaves  ...  ...  6  20 

Willow  Lane...  ...  9  29 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (REGULATIONS)  ACT,  1939. 

Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  under  section  7  (3) 

during  the  year  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Total  number  of  children  “adopted”  under  the  section 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  Nil. 
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WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

Mr.  F.  Shaw,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows  : — 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  1944. 

Privy  Middens  —  No.  of  middens,  i  ;  No.  of  closets  attached  to 
these  middens,  i.  No.  of  pail  closets,  7.  No.  of  dry  ashpits  (inclu¬ 
ding  middens),  6.  No.  of  movable  ashbins,  13,641.  No.  of  houses 
on  water  carriage  system,  12,783.  No.  of  fresh  water  closets,  16,908. 
No.  of  waste  water  closets,  nil. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1944. 

No.  of  premises  visited,  5,212.  Defects  or  nuisances — No.  dis¬ 
covered,  640  ;  No.  abated,  707.  No.  of  notices  served — Informal,  363  ; 
Statutory,  113  Legal  proceedings,  1.  Result: — Fined  ^2,  and 
Nuisance  Order  made  for  28  days  P.H.  Act,  1936.  Sec.  92  (16)  ). 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Particulars  of  any  action  taken  under  the  provisions  of — 

(а)  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature 

of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences. 

(б)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  conditions  in  offices, 

i.e .,  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences,  etc. 

Staff  shortage  during  the  year  prevented  any  action  being  taken 
under  these  headings. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Eleven  observations  were  made  of  factory  chimneys,  following 
the  receipt  of  three  complaints.  Two  notifications  of  the  existence 
of  nuisances  were  served,  but  the  nuisances  were  found  to  be  mainly 
due  to  the  use  of  unsuitable  fuel,  and  it  was  not  found  possible  to 
remedy  this  because  of  war  conditions. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  seek  co-operative  action  because  of 
war  conditions. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Five  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year.  Seven 
houses  were  disinfested  by  spraying  with  insecticides  and  two  by 
gassing  with  HCN.  In  addition  20  vans  of  furniture  were  fumigated 
with  HCN. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Number  and  type  of  offensive  trades  :  — 

Fellmonger  ...  ...  ...  i 

Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealer...  ...  1 

Tripe  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  businesses  were  carried  on  throughout  the  year  without  the 
creation  of  nuisances. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

During  the  year,  39  inspections  were  made  and  eight  notices 
were  served.  Fourteen  improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation 
were  effected,  and  plans  were  submitted  for  the  re-organisation  of  the 
sanitary  accommodation  at  three  factories,  but  it  was  not  found 
possible  to  commence  this  work. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  : — 3.  General  condition  : — Fair. 

During  the  year,  fourteen  improvements  were  made  and  plans 
were  approved  for  the  provision  of  new  external  fire  escapes  at  two 
of  the  premises. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Number  on  Register  : — 21. 

General  conditions.— The  premises  are  generally  below  the  modern 
standard  for  such  houses,  but  little  can  be  done  at  the  moment  to 
improve  matters. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

No  action  required  or  taken. 

UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS. 

No  need  for  regulations. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

Number  inspected  : — Nil.  Infringements  on  Regulations  : — Nil. 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911  AND  1928. 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  flock  is 

manufactured,  used  or  sold  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  Inspections  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  nil. 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. — CINEMAS. 

During  the  year,  the  City  Council,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
execution  of  their  duties  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the 
Cinematograph  Act,  1909,  adopted  the  London  County  Council 
standards  for  sanitary  accommodation  and  ventilation  in  places  of 
entertainment. 

I'he  Licensees  of  five  of  the  cinemas  were  requested  to  carry  out 
as  far  as  was  reasonably  practicable,  the  necessary  works  to  make  the 
premises  comply  with  the  standards. 

* 

War  conditions,  however,  prevented  most  of  the  work  from  being 
put  in  hand,  but  plans  were  submitted  and  approved  for  additional 
sanitary  accommodation  at  four  of  the  premises. 

I'he  remaining  cinema  was  found  to  be  already  up  to  the 
required  standard. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

In  conjunction  with  the  inspectorate  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers 
Board,  a  preliminary  survey  was  made  of  some  of  the  water  courses 
which  flow  through  the  City. 

In  one  case  it  was  found  that  a  nuisance  was  being  created  by 
the  discharge  of  trade  effluent  into  a  non-tidal  water  course.  The 
firm  was  approached,  and  subsequently  submitted  proposals  for  the 
connection  of  the  drainage  system  to  a  public  sewer. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Administration  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1926-43. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  of  all  premises,  other  than 
farms,  which  were  111  use  as  dairies.  Twenty-two  of  these  were  found 
to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  and  notices  were  served  requiring 
the  dairvmen  to  find  alternative  premises,  or  to  make  the  existing 
premises  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula¬ 
tions,  1926-43. 
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MILK  (Special  Designations)  ORDERS,  1936  and  1938. 

Number  of  Dealer’s  Licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 
issued  by  the  local  authority  during  1944,  in  respect  of  :  — 

“  Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  :  — 

(/.)  Bottling,  Nil.  (n.)  Distribution,  3. 

“Accredited  Milk”  :  — 

(t.)  Bottling,  Nil.  (ii.)  Distribution,  Nil. 

Number  of  Licences  issued  in  respect  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  Milk  : — 
(i.)  Pasteuring  Plants,  Nil.  (ii. )  Retail  Distributors,  2, 

No  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  of  retailers,  or  of  licences 
for  graded  milk  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms,  21.  Approximate  number  of  cows,  710. 
Number  of  cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farms),  21. 

Number  of  inspections,  43. 

Number  of  dairymen  and  milk  purveyors  (other  than  cow- 
keepers),  108. 

Eight  farms  are  accredited,  4  non-accredited  farms  are  in  good 
condition,  and  the  condition  of  the  remainder  can  be  described  as  fair. 

In  addition,  following  the  service  of  notices,  a  total  of  36 
improvements  were  effected  at  other  farms. 

These  improvements  included  4  cowshed  floors  re-formed ;  1 2  cow¬ 
sheds  and  5  dairies  supplied  with  electric  light,  and  4  cowsheds  and  1 
dairy  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply. 

Action  taken  as  to  :  — 

(i)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  biological  test...  38. 
Result—  Positive  ...  Nil.  Negative  ...  38. 
(ii.)  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Standard  adopted. — All  undesignated  raw  milk  is 
subjected  to  methylene  blue  and  coliform  bacillus  tests 
as  prescribed  for  accredited  standard.  Special  desig¬ 
nated  milks  as  per  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order, 

1936- 

Number  of  samples  sent  for  examination  ...  ...  135. 

Satisfactory  ...  86.  Unsatisfactory  ,..  49, 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  meat  inspection  carried  out  by 
the  Veterinary  Surgeon  during  the  year  at  the  abattoir. 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered  at 
Cattle 
Calves  ... 

Sheep 

Pigs  . 


abattoir  : — 
3,868 
8,126 
34,826 
1,667 


Amount  of  meat  condemned  :  — 
(a)  For  tuberculosis  : 


Cattle 

Tons. 

22 

Cwts. 

7 

Qrs- 

0 

Lbs. 

9 

Calves 

.  .  .  . 

O 

1 

3 

19 

Sheep 

O 

0 

0 

0 

Pigs . 

. 

I 

9 

2 

7 

23 

18 

2 

7 

For  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  : 

Cattle 

.  •  •  . 

l6 

4 

0 

18 

Calves 

.  .  •  . 

O 

10 

2 

22 

Sheep 

. 

3 

12 

0 

H 

Pigs . 

. 

0 

5 

2 

6 

20 

12 

2 

4 

ned  goods  and  other  Foods 

condemned  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

(a)  'Finned  Foods  : 

Tins. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs- 

Lbs. 

Finned  Meat 

696 

O 

IO 

1 

22 

„  Milk 

896 

O 

8 

3 

I 

„  Fish 

687 

O 

4 

1 

5 

,,  Fruit 

89 

O 

1 

0 

18 

,,  Vegetables 

107 

O 

0 

3 

10 

Miscellaneous 

Tinned  Foods... 

1801 

I 

12 

2 

21 

4,276 

2 

18 

0 

2 1 

(b)  Other  Foods  : — 


Tons, 

Cwts. 

Qrs- 

Lbs_ 

Bacon 

0 

I 

1 

H 

Black  Puddings... 

0 

O 

2 

16 

Butter 

0 

O 

0 

26 

Cheese 

0 

O 

0 

J3 

Cocoa 

0 

O 

1 

25 

Cereals  ... 

1 

9 

2 

1 1 

F  ish 

0 

19 

0 

27 

Fish  Cakes 

0 

r 

1 

16 

Flour 

6 

0 

0 

2 

Fruit  (dried) 

0 

2 

1 

9 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 
(fresh) 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Ham 

0 

0 

3 

l7 

Meat 

0 

7 

0 

3 

Milk  (dried) 

0 

0 

3 

23 

Mixture  (Pudding  and 
Cake) 

0 

15 

3 

10 

Mustard  ... 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Sauce  and  Pickles 

0 

0 

3 

16 

Sausage  (Pork)  ... 

0 

2 

2 

27 

Spice  (Pudding). . . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Sugar 

0 

0 

1 

18 

Pea 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 

12 

6 

2 

13 

.ffp  <r 

Eggs,  545.  Beef  Cubes,  450.  Salt,  g  drums. 


BACTERIOLOGIAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 


No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Type  of  Milk. 

Nature  of  l  est. 

Result. 

Percentage 

unsatisfactory. 

IOI 

Ordinary 

Methylene  Blue 
and  B.  Coli. 

45  unsatisfactory 

42’5 

IO 

Pasteurised 

Phosphatase 

2  unsatisfactory 

•s 

20*0 

2 

Pasteurised 

Diphtheria 

Bacilli 

Not  found 

_ 

22 

Pasteurised 

Colony  Count 

2  unsatisfactory 

9'° 

MILK  SAMPLES— CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

Details  of  samples  found  to  be  below  legal  standard. 


No.  of  poor 
No.  of  Samples  quality  (not 
taken.  adulterated). 

Formal  ...  28  8 

Informal  . 


Deficiency  in 
non-fatty  solids 
due  to  souring 
of  samples. 


64 


IO 


Average  for  the  year 
Legal  minimum  standard. 

ANALYSIS  OF  FOOD  AND 


Beer 
Brandy 

Butter  . 

Cocoa 

Cordial  — Grapefruit 
Dessert  Mould 
Essences 
Extract,  Meat 
Flour,  Self  Raising 
Gelatine 

Gin . 

Jam  ... 

Lard 

Lemex  (Lemon  Substitute) 
Margarine  ... 

Marmalade... 

Mixture  (Pancake) 

Mixture  (Pudding) 

Oats . 

Pepper  . 

Powder,  baking 
Powder,  Egg  Substitute 
Rum 

Tablets,  sweetening 
Ruby  Wine... 

Whisky 


Milk  Fat. 

3V 

3‘oo 


Deficient. 

Legal  proceedings 
not  considered 
warranted. 

I 

6 

Non-fatty  solids. 

870 

850 


Obviously 

Adulterated. 


Water. 

87*89 

88-50 


DRUGS  SAMPLES. 

No.  of  samples  Not 


taken. 
I 

I 

4 
3 

1 

2 
6 
1 
1 
1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 

5 

50 


genuine. 


Remarks. 


2  Withdr’n  from  sale. 


1 11%  excess  water. 
Licensee  prosec¬ 
uted,  Fined  £5. 
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Total 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  water  supply  of  the  area 
during  the  year.  The  water  which  is  partly  moorland  surface  water 
and  partly  from  Manchester’s  Thirlmere  supply,  is  subjected  to  mech¬ 
anical  filtration  and  in  addition  is  chlorinated  after  heavy  ram. 

Shortage  of  staff  during  the  year  prevented  the  taking  of  any 
samples. 

12,776  dwelling  houses  have  an  internal  piped  supply  of  water, 
14  have  an  individual  piped  supply,  but  which  is  situated  in  buildings 
at  the  rear  of  the  houses,  '  7  houses  rely  on  a  common  standpipe, 
2  houses  on  spring  water,  1  on  water  from  a  stream  and  1  on  rain 
water. 


PORT  HEALTH. 


There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  during  the  year. 
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